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IV. Daily Proceedings 

LEADING, EQUIPPING, & RESOURCING: 
EMPOWERING THE CHURCH TO MAKE DISCIPLES” 

FIRST DAY 
Thursday, June 10, 2009 

CLERGY SESSION 

 ORDER – Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton called the Clergy Session to order at 
9:45 AM with the reading of scripture and prayer.

 PROVISIONAL MEMBERSHIP AND COMMISSIONING – Received on 
motion of Janet Lord, Registrar of the Board of the Ordained Ministry, according to: 
324.41c Pamela S. Armstrong, Kristi L. Berkebile, Nathan W. Carlson, William T. 
Gilligan, Susan L. Mullin, Thomas A. Philipps, Nancy K. Shute, Kelly J. Smith 

FULL MEMBERSHIP AND ELDER’S ORDERS – Received on motion of 
Janet Lord according to ¶335: Timothy E. Bowser, Jonathan J. Fehl, Stephanie R. 
Gottschalk, J. Timothy Hoover, Thomas M. Kennedy, Deborah L. Kociban, Jeffrey B. 
Little, Arnold T. McFarland, Seth R. McPherson, Brenda K. Walker. On motion of 
Richard Henderson, David J. Henderson. 

REPORT OF THE ORDER OF DEACON – Patricia E. Ciampa and Debbie 
Pizor gave the report for the Order of Deacon. 

 REPORT OF THE ORDER OF ELDER – William M. Pieringer gave the 
report of the Order of Elder. 

 REPORT OF THE FELLOWSHIP OF LOCAL PASTORS – Anthony S. 
Fallisi gave the report of the Fellowship of Local Pastors. 

CLERGY FROM OTHER DENOMINATION SERVING IN WESTERN 
PENNSYLVANIA – On motion of Alyce Weaver Dunn, Secretary of the Board of the 
Ordained Ministry, according to ¶¶331.8, 346.2: Bramwell Kjellgren, Salvation Army; 
Denise R. Mason, United Church of Christ. 

AFFILIATE MEMBERS – On motion of Alyce Weaver Dunn according to 
¶¶334.4, 344.4: Jane Ellen Nickell (West Virginia) Robert A. Smith (West Kansas)

 RECEIVED FROM OTHER CHRISTIAN DENOMINATIONS – On
motion of Alyce Weaver Dunn according to ¶347.3a: Kathleen McCoy-Schoenick 
(Presbyterian Church USA) 
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 CANDIDACY REGISTRAR – Faith Geer announced that Mentor training 
would take place in September 28 and 29 and October 6, 2010. 

 LOCAL PASTOR REGISTRAR – Patricia M. Nelson introduced graduates 
from the 2009 summer and the 2010 spring Local Pastor Licensing Schools. The 2010 
Course of Study graduates were introduced and presented certificates: Cherrie Andres, 
Randy Costolo, Harold “Hal” Dangel, Jr., C. James Kutz 

 READMITTED TO PROBATIONARY (PROVISIONAL) MEMBERSHIP 
– On motion of Alyce Weaver Dunn according to ¶364: John R. Tyson. 

 LEAVE OF ABSENCE , VOLUNTARY – On motion of Alyce Weaver Dunn 
according to: ¶354.2a) Austin P. Hornyak (FE) 1st year; Chul S. Park (FE) 1st year; Bret 
A. Probert (FE) 1st year; Ernest L. Perry (FE), 2nd year; Lee A. Moore (FE), 3rd year; 
According to ¶354.2a: (2/3 vote) John R. Roble (FE), 6th year; Jay P. Tennies (FE), 7th

year; Ronald E. Thomas (FE), 10th year; David R. Lewis (FE), 12th year; Gordon Barry 
Davis (FE), 16th year; According to ¶354.2b: Vickie Leigh Oliver (PE) 1st year; 
According to ¶354.2b: (2/3 vote) Barbara Turpish (FE) 6th effective 07/01/2004; 
Deborah Ackley-Killian (FE) 12th, effective 12/10/1997 

 LESS THAN FULL TIME SERVICE – On motion of Alyce Weaver Dunn 
according top ¶¶ 331.7, 338.2, 1506.4b: Willard C. Adkins AM, ¼ time, year eight; Clara 
Belloit, FE, ½ time, year eleven; Jerry Belloit, FE, ¼ time, year fifteen; Todd Davis, FE, 
½ time, year three; Allen O. Grimm, III, FE, ½ time, year three; Sharon M. Hamley, FE, 
½ time (effective 10/19/09), year two; J. Mark Hurst, FE, ½ time, year six; Tina G. 
Keller, PE, ½ time, year two; Linda D. Landers, PE, 1/2 time year four; Alice M. 
McClymonds, AM, ½ time, year five; Seth A. McClymonds, Jr., FE, ½ time, year five; 
Alice Jean Parker, AM, ½ time, year four; William Pieringer, FE, ¾ time, year eight; 
Bruce Stollings, FE, ¾ time, year sixteen; John R. Wilson, FE, ¾ time, year seventeen. 

TRANSFERRED TO OTHER ANNUAL CONFERENCES – On motion of 
Alyce Weaver Dunn according to ¶416.5: Matthew G. Johnson (PE) Kentucky; John R. 
Tyson (PE) Western New York. 

INCAPACITY LEAVE – On motion of Alyce Weaver Dunn according to 
¶357.1: Jaime Alvarez FE, Raymond H. Beal, Jr. FE, Suzanne Devore Bennett (without 
benefit) FE, LaMar E. Carlson FE, Mark A. DeBaise FE, Debra Anne Groeger FE, Floyd 
A. Hall FE, Connie Hoeke (without benefit) FE, Earl C. Killian II PE, Bonnie Tyack 
Friend King FE, Thomas J. Michalko FE, Stanley Nixon AM, Kenneth J. Peters FE, 
Randall Roda FE, Thomas F. St. Clair FE, Susan E. Sphar-Calhoun FE, F. Jayne Verner 
PE, Paul E. Wilson, Sr. FE. 

RETIREMENTS – On motion of according to ¶358.2b: Deacons: Samuel D. 
Dull, III, Peggy Morton Osborne; Elders: Leah R. Bergstrom, Jay P. Cook, Merritt H. 
Edner, H. Randolph Edwards (9-01-10), Christine Groeger (5-01-10), Terry L. Guiste (3-
01-10), William L. Kemp. According to ¶358.2c: Elders: Thomas E. Brown (12-31-09), 
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Dean E. Byrom, Byron Tate Fulton, David A. Holste, Lota C. Jones, John D. Miller, 
James R. Wagner: Associate Members: Orville R. Jones. According to ¶358.3 Richard A. 
Sells. According to ¶320.5 Local Pastors: Cherrie A. Andres, Clara K. Kohlmeyer. 

 COMPREHENSIVE MOTION FOR APPROVAL OF THE BOARD’S 
REPORT – On motion of Alyce Weaver Dunn the clergy session approved all matters 
contained in the report of the Board of Ordained Ministry but not specifically voted on. 

APPROVAL OF THE CHARACTER OF CLERGY – Each District 
Superintendent reported there are no complaints or charges against the clergy serving on 
the districts. Bishop Bickerton reported there are no complaints or charges against the 
District Superintendents. 

NOMINATIONS FOR CLERGY DELEGATES TO THE 2012 
GENERAL/JURISDICTIONAL CONFERENCE – After Bishop Bickerton described 
the responsibilities of being a delegate to General and Jurisdictional Conference, the 
following names were received as nominees: Randy Bain, Bill Beatty, Bill Blair, Doug 
Burns, Linda Chambers, Greg Cox, Mary Jane Fullerton, Joel Garrett, Steve Gruver, 
Patricia Harbison, Raymond Hill, Ronald Hoellein, Larry Homitsky, Kurt Knobel, David 
Lake, Lisa Grant, Sandra Marsh-McClain, Seth McClymonds, Keith McIlwain, Seth 
McPherson, William Meekins, Kathy Mikesell, Dayton Mix, Fred Monk, David L. 
Morse, Patricia Nelson, Eric Park, Joan Reasinger, Arnold Rhodes, Paul Ritchey, Ed 
Saxman, Sharon Schwab, John Seth, Dale Shunk, Jeff St.Clair, Joseph Stains, Mark 
Stewart, Bruce Stollings, Alyce Weaver Dunn, Michelle Wobrak, Robert Zilhaver. On an 
all encompassing nomination by Duane Morford all eligible Elders and Deacons in 
Western Pennsylvania are permitted to submit the necessary profile information required 
for the GC 2012 information sheet. 

EPISCOPAL COMMENTS – Bishop Bickerton shared his gratefulness to be 
our servant and to celebrate clergy faithfulness in challenging times. The Bishop 
encouraged the members of the Clergy Session to be faithful in ministry, to be Wesleyan 
theologians, and to teach members of the churches what it means to be a United 
Methodist. 

MOMENT OF GRACE – Permission was given to Steven McQuigan to speak 
to the session. In a moment of confession and apology, Steven expressed thanks for 
prayers as he seeks help, hope, healing and a safe life. 

 ADJOURNMENT – After moments of supportive prayer and the benediction 
by Bishop Bickerton, the Clergy Session adjourned at 11:37 AM. 

AFTERNOON SESSION 

 OPENING WORSHIP – COMMUNION AND MEMORIAL SERVICE – 
The Conference gathered at 1:00 PM for the Opening Worship, Communion, and 
Memorial Service. Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton was the celebrant and preacher. Assisting 
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in the service were: Acts 29 – the praise team from Slippery Rock UMC, Donald 
Scandrol, Stanley Bolds, Beth Nelson, Natalia Berkey, The Conference Choir, Thomas 
Chacko, Betty Jo Greenway, Sharon Gregory, Western Pennsylvania Conference 
Ministers Choir, and Robert Higginbotham. Dale Reese read the names of the honored 
dead: 
ACTIVE CLERGY: Kyle Charles Cannon, James Taylor 
RETIRED CLERGY: Larry Bartlett Hauck, Harold E. Greenway, Bernard Wilfred 
Bloom, Howard Melvin Shultz, Leroy Elmer Ickes, Donald James Joiner, Richard H. 
Carson, Lewis S. Hastings, Richard Northcotte Olds, Enid Virginia Pierce, Richard 
Martin Burns, Richard A. McClintock, David H. Lindberg, Jack Reed Moon, Kenneth 
Rutter 
CLERGY SPOUSES: Phyllis Jay, Lola Mae Bray, Sarah Peterson, Gladys Leona Bishop, 
Hazel Chelton,Ruth LaVerne Bishop, Esther Helen Hopson,Thelma Weaver Smith, 
Grace Pomroy Bennett, Phyllis Jean Watterson, Birdie Lou Edmonds (Horneman), Astrid 
Amelia Kelly 
LAITY: Ruthe Walls, Zainabau Kamara, Nancy Kristoff, Charles "Chuck" Johnston, Jean 
Reid Hamilton 
MISSIONARY: Alfred Greg Burlbaugh, Pearl C. Foster 
OTHER: Peter Holm, Charles Robert Gatty, Stevens Owen Burr, Dean A. Pizer, Charles 
F. Rhodes, Blaine Philip Meider, Gerald Gene Walcutt. 

CALL TO ORDER – Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton called the conference to 
order at 3:06 PM. 

FLOOR MANAGER – Joan E. Reasinger, Floor Manager for the annual 
conference session greeted the conference and gave information concerning where to 
travel safely on campus 

NAME TAGS, ROLL CALL AND THE BAR OF THE CONFERENCE - 
John R. Wilson and “John Wesley” gave instructions concerning the importance of 
wearing name identification tags while on campus and a roll call was taken. The bar of 
the conference was set as those who are sitting at tables. 

RULES SUSPENSION – On motion of John R. Wilson rule 5.3 was suspended 
to include late arriving legislation. 

ELECTION OF TELLERS – On motion of John R. Wilson a corrected slate 
of tellers was elected. 

AGENDA – Jude Urso, Chairperson of Program Sub-Team moved the adoption 
of the agenda. It was adopted. 

CONFERENCE SESSIONS MINISTRY TEAM – Barbara Moore, 
Chairperson Conference Sessions Ministry Team, gave instructions concerning this 
sessions of annual conference. Have an emergency while at conference? Call 724/458-
3000
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BUDGET PRESENTATION – Paul Ritchey, Chairperson Council of Finance 
and Administration, presented and offered information concerning the budget to be 
considered during this session of annual conference. 

STATE OF THE CHURCH ADDRESS – BISHOP THOMAS J. 
BICKERTON –

As I stand in front of you this afternoon it is hard for me to believe that Sally, the boys and I are 
completing our sixth year with you. The time has passed so quickly forging many wonderful memories within 
us. Standing before you today I am as nervous as I was the first time and as much in awe as I was in 2004. The 
experience of serving in a place that I love is as wonderful a blessing as I have experienced in my life. And so, 
as I begin my remarks this year, I wish to first and foremost say thank you to God for the wonderful blessing of 
this place and thank you to each one of you and to all the people of our churches for allowing the spirit of Christ 
to work in and through you to be such a wonderful blessing and inspiration to me. 
 I didn’t say it wasn’t a challenge for we have had to navigate our way through some very treacherous 
waters and we continue to do so as we work to bring vitality to our churches, vision to our people, and Christ to 
the world. 
 Last year during this address I announced to you that I would be forming two laity groups for 
conversation about the future of the church. The first group was a Laity Cabinet – representatives from each 
district who sit in a configuration similar to the cabinet, for conversation and direction. During our time together 
we engaged a “reverse mentor” system whereby we asked every participant to find a mentor who represented 
the younger generation who could mentor them, and us, in understanding the emerging church and the challenge 
of an established denomination meeting the spiritual needs of an emerging generation. We have named the 
“reverse mentors” our experts for they know something that many of us are struggling to embrace. Like many 
of us joked years ago about our parents not being able to program their VCRs, we had to come to the realization 
that many of us in leadership may not be able to program the church for 21st century ministry. We need help and 
we have been seeking it from those who are most engaged in and aware of the changing dynamics and needs in 
the culture around us. I would encourage each of you to follow suit with the Laity Cabinet and find a “reverse 
mentor” to teach and shepherd you into an expanded awareness of the need for Deep Change in the church that 
we love. 
 The other group we formed in the last year was a Laity Study Team to seriously examine the need 
for the development of lay leadership in Annual Conference and among our churches. I must confess that I 
entered those meetings with a preconceived notion that we would try to solve the church’s problems with yet 
another program. Yet, not once did the conversation turn toward a program or an event. This group of laity 
clearly identified that there are no canned programs that will save us or no event that will all of a sudden 
develop emerging leaders. This group clearly identified that the clear need for leadership development and a 
deepened spiritual walk with God must be stimulated through a deepened relationship with one another that is 
based on a renewed relationship with Jesus Christ. That group emerged with a clear call for a revival of the 
spirit within us. 
 We can easily acknowledge that times are tough and challenging for us here in Western 
Pennsylvania. It doesn’t take long for a conversation to turn in the direction of identifying all that is wrong and 
all that is hard about our life here. But acknowledgement of the problem and the struggle is only a small part of 
the answer. A call for a deepened walk with Christ and uncompromising witness for Christ in the midst of the 
struggle is absolutely essential. 
 Earlier in the day I shared in the quad a sermon entitled “You’ve Got to be One to Make One.” This 
sermon was a recognition that a prerequisite to making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world is that we establish, renew, re-visit and revive our own relationship with Christ. This is a call for a deeper 
faith within each one of us – one that calls upon the name of the Lord regularly thought the “means of grace” – 
one that never shies away “doing good, doing no harm, and staying constantly in love with God” – one that 
believes that God is with us and will indeed see us through. 
 Are there mistakes made along the way? Yes. But do we believe that God will use all of us – 
mistakes and marvels – to bless us and bless the world in God’s name? This revival of faith is a key to unlock 
the door of our future together. 
 There is no doubt that our actions over the past year have born witness to our need but also to our 
blessing. Earlier this year the world was shaken by the earthquake in Haiti. Friends we have worked with died 
and lives were changed forever due to the devastation in that place. Yet, here in Western Pennsylvania you 
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responded. Over $500,000 in cash and another $500,000 in health kits were given to this relief effort. We rank 
3rd in the nation in giving to our United Methodist Committee on Relief and continue to demonstrate that when 
a need is felt, we will rally and respond. 
 For the fifth year in a row, our giving in this Annual Conference has increased. Our mission share 
contributions have reached an all time high with some amazing stories of faithfulness being told by many local 
churches. Small churches struggling to find their way have responded with faithfulness to the connection. Large 
churches bearing an increased weight of responsibility have stepped up and been faithful. Even today, six 
months into 2010, we can say to you that our giving is higher now than it was this time last year. While we are 
still not at the payout level that I would desire, progress is being made. 
 And, we continue to make disciples in this place. I could spend much time talking to you about 
where this is not happening – churches that are more concerned about their own well-being than the community 
around them or places where there hasn’t been a baptism or a profession of faith in years. But let’s look at the 
work that IS being done. 
 In 2009, there were 2,573 professions of faith made in our 863 local churches. There were 1,291 
persons who also joined our churches on transfer. In our 863 local churches in 2009 there were 2,156 persons 
who were baptized. In 2009, 255 of our churches saw a gain in weekly attendance and 226 saw a gain in 
membership. 
 Disciples ARE being made and I celebrate today the hard work and faithfulness of so many of our 
people. I especially applaud the leaders, both lay and clergy, who are committed to our confirmation classes. 
Once again this year I sat on the floor of my office with nearly 1,000 confirmands who came to be a part of the 
Bishop’s Confirmation Tours. This continues to be one of the most meaningful events in my ministry as I field 
every conceivable question from the inquiring minds of these teenagers. They give me life, keep me fresh, and 
remind me that the church is doing vital work to introduce young people to the heart of God and the love of 
Jesus Christ. 
 As I stated earlier, while the blessings are abundant, we must recognize that the challenges we face 
are formidable. Throughout the year we have heard two distinct cries from you: 
 First: You have said that it’s getting harder and harder to meet your obligations. While this is more 
difficult for some churches than others, we have come to understand the depth of the concern very clearly. For 
that reason you will notice that we are bringing before you this week a budget that is lower than the year before. 
While it may not represent as a deep a cut as some would want, it does begin an incremental process of 
examination and possible reduction in subsequent years as well. I am committed to doing the analysis necessary 
to determine how we can, in effect, do more with less. That is not without its struggles. Every budget consists of 
a series of hopes and dreams for particular areas of our ministry. A smaller budget means that some of those 
dreams have to be re-evaluated. I hope that you agree that we should not have a budget that is only maintenance 
in its orientation. We need to be visionary and bold but realistic as well. 
 The second thing we have heard very clearly is that it is becoming more difficult to make, form and 
nurture disciples. It is critical in response to this concern that we continue to creatively focus on our Five Areas 
of Focus. I truly believe that focusing on Leadership Development, New Places for New People, Poverty, 
Global Health, and Racism will stimulate the kinds of conversations and creativity that will open the door to a 
deeper level of commitment and discipleship. The implementation of these areas continues to be found in the 
goals that have been established in our “Believe Again” plan for ministry. 
 In addition, I believe that we in leadership need to make a commitment to you to do a better job of 
providing leadership, connection and resources as you work on the front lines of making, sustaining, and 
nurturing disciples on the journey. 
 As we search for answers in the midst of challenging times, there is something required of each of 
us. Ultimately the issues we face today are spiritual issues. Our call in the midst of the struggle is to search for 
and earnestly desire a revival of our spirits that will cause us to humbly fall in love with Jesus once more and 
earnestly desire the inspiration from God alone that will cause us to fall in love with our neighbors – all of them. 
 When I was in the Democratic Republic of Congo earlier this spring I witnessed poverty on a scale 
that I had never seen before. Our party traveled across that country under some of the most grueling conditions I 
had ever witnessed. In Kamina, we distributed 15,000 mosquito nets to a town of 450,000 people. In a public 
address to thousands of Congolese people, I witnessed a man standing three rows deep in the crowd. It was as if 
he were the only one talking. I could hear him say repeatedly, “I’ll buy one. I’ll buy one.” We didn’t have any 
more to give. 
 Yet, I watched, too, as people shared their faith as they distributed nets and invited people to church 
with each net hung. It wasn’t “Nothing but Nets, Everything but Jesus” as I have heard some cynically describe, 
but the gospel being actively integrated into social outreach. 
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 That Sunday, I had the privilege of preaching in a church that seated 300 but housed that day 700. 
What I witnessed, I had seen before - in the midst of stark poverty, killer diseases, and little hope, there was a 
joy in worship that was undeniable. It was clear that the people were falling in love with Jesus as 55 professions 
of faith took place that day, many of whom had just gotten a net a few days before. Joy in the midst of 
nothingness truly humbles me and opens the door to a hope that I continue to maintain here at home. 
 I believe that we can sing the song of joy right here in Western Pennsylvania. Compared to a person 
from the Congo, we live in great abundance. We can and should strive earnestly to sing a song of joy every time 
we recognize the awesome grace of God that has given this opportunity to live and serve. 
 I have sincere hopes that our Zimbabwe partnership will open the doorway for us to continually be 
visited with this pure joy and thanksgiving. I pray every day the doors of the church are open - that we can see 
the possibility that every time we worship and every time we reach out we have an opportunity to not only fall 
in love with God once more, but bear such joy that others will do the same. 
 Zamuranza, - it’s all about you God, It’s all about you. Thank you. You know, it IS all about God. 
Our ministry, whether in the local church or throughout the Annual Conference, is called to be an outgrowth of 
our deep love for God and a response to our call to love one another. 
 I love what I do because it gives me that chance - to love God in my service and to love you as we 
work together toward Christ-like holiness. 

 RETIREMENT MOMENT – Peggy Osborne, retiring Deacon was recognized 
and presented with a retirement certificate and pin by Bishop Bickerton. After brief 
remarks and prayer the conference moved to legislative section meetings at 4:15 PM. 

SECOND DAY 
Friday, June 11, 2010 

Morning Session 

BIBLE STUDY – After an evening of fellowship activities on Thursday 
evening the conference gathered at 8:00 AM for Bible study led by Steve Cordle on the 
subject of obedience based discipleship. “Our obedience determines our vitality.” 

CALL TO ORDER – Bishop Bickerton called the morning session of 
conference to order at 9:22 AM. 

RETIRMENT MOMENT – Bishop Bickerton presented retiring pastor Leah 
Bergstrom with a certificate and pin in recognition of her years of service as a pastor. 
Leah, accompanied by her husband Bob, offered words of appreciation to the conference. 

MISSION BARN – The Eastbrook Mission Barn is now a member of the 
official UMCOR relief network. 

GREETINGS – GROVE CITY COLLEGE – Dr. Richard Jewel, President of 
Grove City College welcomed the members of the conference to campus. 

 KEYSTONE FEDERAL CREDIT UNION – Patty Columbe, Director of the 
Keystone Federal Credit Union, spoke to the conference concerning the advantages and 
service of belonging to the Credit Union. Bishop Bickerton thanked Patty for embracing 
the credit union as more than a business but as a ministry that is deeply in her soul. 
Arnold Rhodes, president of the Credit Union Board of Directors, presented a check in 

223



2010 Western Pennsylvania Conference 

the amount of $4,000, income from the Credit Union Affinity credit card, to be used for 
new church starts. 

RECOGNITION OF DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT – Bishop Bickerton 
recognized Charles Fowler who is finishing eight years as Superintendent of the 
Johnstown District, and his wife Carol. The Bishop thanked Chuck and called attention to 
his refreshing sense of humor but even more to his deeper caring and spiritual side 
promising to care more even when it is not convenient. 

CONSENT CALENDARS - Kellie Wild presented the Consent Calendar and 
gave instruction on how to remove items from the calendar for debate. The deadline for 
removing items from the Consent Calendar was set at 8:00 PM on June 11. 

REPORT OF THE CABINET – “A CHURCH MORE FAITHFUL TO 
WHAT GOD IS CALLING IT TO BE” - William B. Meekins, Jr., Dean of the 
Cabinet, introduced a video report which highlighted each member of the Cabinet, 
describing what a vision of a church more faithful to its calling from God would look 
like. 

CONFERENCE BOARD OF PENSIONS REPORT – Frank Kelly, Terry 
Lyon, and Ed Bailey gave the report for the Board of Pensions. 

RS 507 HEALTH CARE INSUREANCE SOLUTION – Scott Gallagher 
moved non-concurrence as amended by the section 40-52-0. After prayer the conference 
supported the motion of non-concurrence. 

RS 505 HEALTH INSURANCE PROGRAM – Scott Gallagher moved 
concurrence as amended by the section 82-17-7. RS 505 was approved as amended by the 
section, Arnold Rhodes, and Joel Peterson. 
 Motions: 
 Arnold Rhodes – page 447, line 49, delete everything after the word “period” in 
item 1 thorough line 3 on page 448. Approved. 
 Joel Peterson – page 447, line 49, reinsert, “with the apportioned cost paid by 
the Conference.” and remove lines 7 through 27 on page 448. Approved. 

COURTESY – JIM BICKERTON – Bishop Bickerton introduced his father, 
Jim Bickerton, who spoke to the conference. “Don’t miss the mark! Be the church, offer 
Jesus, and make disciples for Jesus Christ.” 

EPISCOPACY COMMITTEE – Thomas St. Clair, Chairperson of the 
Conference Episcopacy Committee, and Patricia Morris expressed appreciation to Bishop 
Bickerton and Sally Bickerton for their grace and integrity among us. 

COURTESY – Bishop Bickerton welcomed and introduced Bishop Eben 
Nhiwatiwa and his wife Greater to the annual conference.

224



IV Daily Proceedings

 HOLISITC SELF-CARE – Julia Morgan, representing Highmark Health 
Services, led the conference in a moment of holistic self-care. 

RETIREMENT MOMENT - Bishop Bickerton presented retiring pastor John 
D. Miller with a certificate and pin in recognition of his years of service as a pastor. John, 
accompanied by his wife Diane, offered words of appreciation to the conference. 

 RECESS – After prayer the conference was in recess at 12:15 PM. 

AFTERNOON SESSION 

 COURTESY – Donna Burkhart, Chairperson of Courtesies, introduced 
Michelle Whitaker from the General Commission of Church and Society, and Sandy 
Ziegler-Jackson, a member of the conference who is also the Director of Connectional 
Laity Development for the General Board of Discipleship. 

 RECOGNITION OF DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT – Bishop Bickerton 
introduced Alyce Weaver Dunn, who will be the new District Superintendent appointed 
to the Johnstown District, and her husband Keith Dunn. 

PRAYER –After raising names of people throughout the conference, Bishop 
Bickerton led in prayer. 

 LAITY ADDRESS – Harry Barbus, Conference Lay Leader, delivered the 
Laity Address. 

 UNITED METHODIST ADVOCACY IN PENNSYLVANIA - Steven
Drachler, representing United Methodist Advocacy in Pennsylvania addressed the 
conference thanking us for our support in efforts to lobby against gambling, and in 
support of state budget concerns. 

IMAGINE NO MALARIA – After a video highlight the Imagine No Malaria 
campaign, Bishop Bickerton introduced Laura Meengs, one of the field coordinators for 
the Imagine No Malaria campaign. The campaign has in place a mission, vision and plan 
and it was explained that we are the plan. We must do more if we want to free Africa 
from malaria. This Annual Conference was challenged to lead the charge, and save 10 
lives per every congregation according to average attendance, and to engage and 
challenge every annual conference to do the same. 

MOMENT OF RECOGNITION - Bishop Bickerton recognized Lisa Grant for 
her life and ministry serving as Director of Connectional Ministries “plowing the ground 
before seeds are sown and seeing her at her best leading worship and presenting 
workshops”. 
 Lisa shared her appreciation for having had the opportunity to serve in this 
capacity and shared her feelings of rediscovery for her love of the local church, her love 
of western Pennsylvania, and the deep and wide pool of leadership among us. 
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UPPER ROOM - Sandra Jackson shared a video highlighting a letter from a 
soldier serving in Afghanistan who shared his great appreciation for the copy of the 
Upper Room he received. He shared that through this outreach was able to restore his 
relationship with God even through the experience of war. We were challenged to join 
the Upper Room helping them by using the devotional booklet, becoming part of global 
relationships. 

 CONFERENCE EVANGELISM TEAM - Roy Gearhart shared the 
overwhelming response received and continues to be received from the Congress on 
Evangelism from this January. Next year’s topic was announced to be God’s Truth Still 
Matters.

 DENMAN AWARD - Mary Adams received the award for Laity. William J. 
Blair received the award for Clergy. 

NOMINATING REPORT – J. LaVon Kinkaid, Chairperson Conference 
Nominating Team and Lisa A. Grant, Director of Connectional Ministries presented a 
corrected copy of the conference nominating report. By vote of the conference they were 
elected.

 LEGISLATIVE SECTION 7 REPORT – Bob Roxberry representing 
legislative section 7 introduced the section leadership team and gave a report on actions 
taken by the section. 

 LEGISLATIVE SECTION 6 REPORT – Rita Platt-Anderson representing 
legislative section 6 introduced the section leadership team and gave a report on actions 
taken by the section. 

 RETHINK CHURCH, “NOT WHAT IT IS, BUT WHAT IT COULD BE”
– Greg Cox, Chairperson Conference Connectional Network introduced a video 
highlighting the 2010 work of Rethink Church. 

RETIREMENT MOMENT - Bishop Bickerton presented retiring pastor 
William Kemp with a certificate and pin in recognition of his years of service as a pastor. 
William offered words of appreciation to the conference. 

RECESS – After prayer the conference was in recess at 4:40 PM 

EVENING SESSION 

 MISSIONS NIGHT – The Conference gathered at 7 pm for worship. Bishop 
Bickerton led in worship and Bishop Eben Nhiwatiwa of the Zimbabwe Episcopal Area 
was the preacher. Assisting in the service were: Wally and Dean and Acts 29, Steve 
Morse, the Conference Child Care Choir, the Annual Conference Choir, Gary Henderson 
representing United Methodist Communications, Joel Garrett, Sandra Matoushaya, Sara 
Dickey, Drew Harvey, and Kimberly Greway. 
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 Bishop Bickerton presented Bishop and Mrs. Nhiwatiwa with Pittsburgh Steeler 
jerseys and other gifts representing the Western Pennsylvania culture. 
 Florence Whitaker, Sarah Whitaker and Ann Dixon presented a check to Bishop 
Bickerton totaling $1,770 in support of Nothing but Nets. 
 The climax of the service was the Bishops signing of the official Covenant 
Partnership Agreement between the Western Pennsylvania Annual Conference and the 
Zimbabwe Episcopal Area. 

THIRD DAY 
Saturday June 12, 2010 

MORNING SESSION 

 BIBLE SESSION – The conference gathered at 8:00 AM for the morning Bible 
study. Steve Cordle spoke about the need to be a “Rescue Can” Christian and allow the 
Holy Spirit to lead us in opportunities to share a witness about Jesus with others. Four 
steps to follow include: Look for opportunities; Stay spiritually charged; Run to pain; 
Risk spiritual conversation. 

ORDER – After a brief break the conference came to order at 9:15 AM. 

RETIREMENT MOMENT - Bishop Bickerton presented retiring pastor Dean 
Byrom with a certificate and pin in recognition of his years of service as a pastor. Dean, 
accompanied by his wife Dawna, offered words of appreciation to the conference.

COURTESIES – Carol Burkhart introduced Yasmine Bowen representing the 
Black College Fund. 

 ADOPTION OF CONSENT CALENDAR – Kellie Wild presented the 
Consent Calendar and gave instruction on how to remove items from the calendar for 
debate and to insert correction. Motion was made to approve with corrections. Motion 
was approved. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Kellie Wild moved to adopt the daily 
proceedings as amended and printed in the Daily Journal and to grant permission for the 
Conference Secretary to make corrections and approve the minutes for the Saturday and 
Sunday Session of the conference. Motion was approved. 

CAMPING – Ken Custer presented the importance of camping highlighting that 
it is an essential opportunity for our youth to feel they are a part of the conference. 

PRAYER FOR MILITARY – Ed Gresick prayed for our military and 
recognized our veterans present at Annual Conference for their service and dedication. 

 NOMINATION OF LAY DELEGATES FOR 2012 GENERAL 
CONFERENCE – Nominations were made for laity delegates by laity following 
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conference rules. LARRY BEATTY(CV), JACK BENNETT(IN), KIMBERLYN 
BLOISE(GB), DONALD BLYSTONE(EM), DONNA BURKHART(EM), IRVIN 
"LEE" COLEMAN(EM), SHIRLEY COOPER(BU), RANDY DEGENKOLB(IN), ERIC 
DUDA(EM), JOE EMIGH(EM), ANNIE FIFFICK(JT), FAITH GEER(PB), SHARON 
GREGORY(PB), DOROTHY "DEE" HAYES(KA), RICH HOFFMAN(GB), ROBERT 
JOHNSON(IN), JANE LARSON(??), MICHELE MCMINN(KA), TRACY 
MERRICK(PB), DIANE MILLER(BU), PAUL MORELLI(IN), PAT MORRIS(BU), 
KEITH NITSCHKE(EM), LEAH ONGLEY(EM), LOUISE PATTERSON(WA), BILL 
PATRICK, GARY PENNINGTON(GB), JOEL PETERSON(CV), CATHY 
PRESTON(EM), TODD REAGAN(CV), JOE REASINGER(PB), DAVE 
REMBOLD(FR), ROBERT ROXBURY(PB), BRENDA RUSSELL(IN), JULIE 
SIPPEL-SILOWASH(GB), LORI SLAGLE(PB), JIM SMITH(IN), ROSEANN 
SMITH(WA), VICKI STAHLMAN(IN), REBEKAH SWINEFORD(KA), ROGER 
THOMAS(PB), PEGGY WARD(PB), DEBORAH WEBB(PB), DENNIS 
WESTBROOKS(GB), TINA WHITEHEAD(GB), CHERI WILSON(FR) 

 RETIREMENT MOMENT – Bishop Bickerton presented retiring pastor Jay 
Cook with a certificate and pin in recognition of his years of service as a pastor. Jay, 
accompanied by his wife Mary Beth, offered words of appreciation to the conference. 

 P 104 EVOLUTION AND INTELLIGENT DESIGN: A CALL FOR OPEN 
DIALOGUE - Mark Stewart, chairperson Legislative Section One, moved concurrence 
as amended by the section 79-16-4. After discussion and prayer P 104 was not approved. 
 The leadership of the section was introduced and report was given on other 
legislative action taken by the section 

LEGISLATIVE SECTION TWO REPORT – Michelle Wobrak, chairperson 
of Legislative Section Two, introduced the leadership team of the legislative section and 
gave a report on the actions of the section. 

LEGISLATIVE SECTION THREE REPORT – Rob Wilson, chairperson 
Legislative Section Three, introduced the leadership team of the legislative section and 
gave a report on the actions of the section. 

 THE ADVANCE – Bruce Griffith, a clergy member of the conference, 
representing the General Board of Global Ministries spoke about the work of The 
Advance. Bruce presented Bishop Bickerton with a plaque recognizing Western 
Pennsylvania for the highest increase in church participation in The Advance in 2009 in 
the Northeastern Jurisdiction. 

YOUTH PRESENTATION – Ben Todd, president of Youth Ministry Team, 
led the presentation. He announced that the youth SPARK event for 2011 will be held 
January 14-16 at The Sheraton Station Square in Pittsburgh. Polly Zilhaver presented The 
Pineapple Award to Dee Knupp from the Cooper Avenue United Methodist Church in 
Johnstown. Dale Barnhart described the youth prayer wall ministry and Bishop Bickerton 
led in prayer with special prayer offered for Terry Kruise, Mackenzie Kruise, the family 
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of Seth McClymonds and Karen West. Emily D’Armond, chairperson of youth caucus 
presented Bishop Bickerton with a gift of a bottle of clean water and asked members of 
the conference to contribute towards clean water projects in Africa. In the spirit of 
Chabadza the Bishop was presented with seven garden hoes in case somebody should 
want to “work in our field.” Caleb Fugate announced that Saturday is Tray Day and 
encouraged members of the conference to contribute to the Youth Service Fund. 

CONFERENCE SESSIONS MINISTRY TEAM RECOGNITION –
Members of the Conference Sessions Ministry Team were invited to the platform and the 
conference showed their appreciation for their tireless service in preparing for the 
sessions of Annual Conference. Mark Goswick, Conference Business Manager, presented 
gifts of a hanging basket and a loaf of bread on a commemorative tray from Wendell 
August Forge to Bishop and Mrs. Bickerton. Jude Urso presented Steve Morse with a gift 
in recognition of his years of leadership of conference worship services. 

 WHOLISTIC SELF-CARE MOMENT – Erin Modliszewski from Highmark 
led the conference in meditation and relaxation techniques demonstrating that with just 
10 minutes a day you can be centered and improve your health. 

 RETIREMENT MOMENT – Bishop Bickerton presented retiring pastor Terry 
L. Guiste with a certificate and pin in recognition of his years of service as a pastor. Terry 
offered words of appreciation to the conference. 

RECESS – After prayer the conference was in recess at 12:05 PM. 

AFTERNOON SESSION 

 CALL TO ORDER – Bishop Bickerton called the afternoon session of 
conference to order at 1:33 PM. 

RETIREMENT MOMENT – Bishop Bickerton presented retiring pastor Tom 
Brown with a certificate and pin in recognition of his years of service as a pastor. Tom, 
accompanied by his wife Sharon, offered words of appreciation to the conference. 

RS 401 FUNDING FOR MINISTRY FOR 2011 – Gary Grau moved 
concurrence by the section 91-5-0. RS 401 was approved as amended by Joe Stains. 
 Motions: 
 Joe Stains, page 418, to amend the title by addition of a “hyphen” and the words 
“Zimbabwe Partnership” after the words “Global Health”. Approved. 
 Jeff Bobin – page 413, line 34, Therefore be it resolved that CF&A will present 
one piece of legislation in 2011 so that there can be meaningful discussion on the full 
budget. Defeated. 

 COUNCIL ON FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION – Paul Ritchey 
announced the audit is complete for 2009 and the conference is in the positive. The audit 
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is available to pick up at this conference and will be included in the 2010 Conference 
Journal for reference. 
 Motion: 
 Paul Ritchie – That we once again secure the services of the McCall, Scanlon 
and Tice Auditing Agency to perform the audit for the 2010 Budget. Approved. 

 GOLDEN SNEAKER AWARD – The Golden Sneaker Award was presented 
to the Kane District for outstanding effort in walking to improve overall health and 
wellness. 

 AFTERNOON WORKSHOPS – Lisa A Grant, Director of Connectional 
Ministries, invited conference members to participate in one of the five workshops 
available this afternoon that coincide with our five areas of focus for ministry. 

 RETIREMENT MOMENT – Bishop Bickerton presented retiring pastor 
Merritt Edner, and retiring pastor H. Randolph “Rand” Edwards, with a certificate and 
pin in recognition of their respective years of service as pastors. Merritt, accompanied by 
his wife Carol, and Rand, accompanied by his wife Leslie, offered words of appreciation 
to the conference. 

 RECESS – After prayer the conference was in recess at 2:38 PM. 

EVENING SESSION 

 THE CELEBRATION OF MINISTRY – The conference gathered at 7 PM 
for The Celebration of Ministry of the Western Pennsylvania Conference. Bishop 
Bickerton led in worship and Bishop Eben Nhiwatiwa of the Zimbabwe Episcopal Area 
was the preacher. Assisting in the service were William Starr, Robert Penrose, Erwin 
Kerr, Sharon Schwab and the Conference Choir. 
 Bishop Bickerton recognized La Mar Carlson during his continuing journey of 
recovery. La Mar and his wife Rachel were able to be in attendance this evening. 
 The District Lay Leaders and Certified Lay Ministers were recognized and 
affirmed. The 2010 Class of Retirees was formally recognized. After being examined 
through the “Historical Questions” the 2010 Class of Provisional Members were received 
into membership in the annual conference. 

BISHOP’S RECEPTION - Conference members enjoyed fellowship at the 
Bishop’s Reception in Honor of Bishop Nhiwatiwa, Ordinands and Retirees at 9:00 PM. 
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FOURTH DAY 
Sunday, June 13, 2010 

 LEAD, CONNECT, RESOURCE – THE MINISTRY OF MAKING 
DISCIPLES: A SERVICE OF ORDINATION, HOLY COMMUNION, 
COVENANT, AND THE FIXING OF APPOINTMENTS - The conference gathered 
at 9:00 AM for A Service of Ordination, Holy Communion, Covenant, and the Fixing of 
Appointments. Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton was the celebrant. Bishop Kurt F. Kusserow 
of the SW Pennsylvania Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America was the 
preacher. Assisting in the service were: Bishop Eban Nhiwatiwa from the Zimbabwe 
Episcopal Area, the District Superintendents, Beverly Peterson, Kevin Danielson, Steve 
Morse, Acts 29 praise team from the Slippery Rock United Methodist Church, Harry 
Barbus, and David Morse. 
 Received and ordained as Elders were: Timothy E. Bowser, Jonathan J. Fehl, 
Stephanie R. Gottschalk, David J. Henderson, Sr., J. Timothy Hoover, Thomas M. 
Kennedy, Deborah L. Kociban, Jeffrey B. Little, Arnold T. McFarland, Seth R. 
McPherson, Brenda K. Walker. 

After the Sacrament of Holy Communion the District Superintendents read the 
names of those receiving new appointments and Bishop Bickerton fixed all the 
appointments for the coming conference year. Worship concluded with a Covenant 
Service in the Wesleyan Tradition. 

ADJOURNEMENT – The conference adjourned at the conclusion of the 
ordination service at 12:15 PM. 
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CERTIFICATION OF MINUTES 

Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton 
President 

Rev. John R. Wilson 
Secretary 
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CERTIFICATE OF COMISSIONING 

 This is to certify that on Saturday, June 12, 2010 at Grove City 
College, Grove City, Pennsylvania, I Received as Probationary Members 
and Commissioned as Ministers: 

Pamela S. Armstrong, Kristi L. Berkebile, Nathan W. Carlson, 
William T. Gilligan, Susan L. Mullin, Thomas A. Philipps, 

Nancy K. Shute, Kelly J. Smith 

Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton 
Resident Bishop
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CERTIFICATE OF ORDINATION

 This is to certify that on Sunday, June 13, 2010 at Grove City 
College, Grove City, Pennsylvania, I ordained as ELDERS: 

 Receiving Full Membership and Elder's Orders were: 

Timothy E. Bowser, Jonathan J. Fehl, Stephanie R. 
Gottschalk, David J. Henderson, J. Timothy Hoover, 
Thomas M. Kennedy, Deborah L. Kociban, Jeffrey B. 

Little, Arnold T. McFarland, Seth R. McPherson, Brenda 
K. Walker. 

Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton 
Resident Bishop 
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MEMBERS ELDER CLASS OF 2010 

Timothy E. Bowser Jonathan J. Fehl Stephanie Gottschalk 

Thomas M. Kennedy David J. Henderson J. Timothy Hoover 

Arnold T. McFarland Deborah L. Kociban Jeffrey B. Little 
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Seth R. McPherson Brenda K. Walker 

COMMISSIONED AND PROVISIONAL MEMBERS 

Provisional Members & Commissioned Ministers: (Left to Right) 
back row – Nathan Westley Carlson, William (BT) Gilligan, Thomas A. Phillips;

front row- Kelly J. Smith, Pamela S. Armstrong, Kristi L. Berkebile, Susan Lyn Mullin, Nancy K. Shute; 
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2010 RETIRING CLASS 

Representative of retiring clergy (from left): Back row-Rand Edwards and Bill Kemp; 
third row-Merritt Edner, OJ Jones, Jay Cook; second row-Dean Byrom, David Holste; 

front-Leah Bergstrom, Cherrie Andres. 

Permission and praise for photos should be sent to communications@wpaumc.org or 1-800-886-3382 x 227 

Incoming District Superintendent 
Photo by Olan Mills 

Alyce Weaver Dunn, Johnstown District 
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Bishop Thomas Bickerton, left, and Bishop Eben Nhiwatiwa, right, sign the Zimbabwe 
Partership agreement between Western PA Conference and Zimbabwe conferences. 

A soapstone sculpture on the table before them was a gift from Zimbabwe to Bickerton. 
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